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Order: Passeriformes  Family: Corvidae 
Scientific Name: Cyanocorax yncas  Common Name: Green Jay 
 

AZA Management: ☐ Green ☐ Yellow ☐ Red ☒ None 

 
Photo (C.y. luxuosus group “Green Jay”):  Photo (C.y. yncas group “Inca Jay”): 

 

 

 
 
NATURAL HISTORY: 
 

Geographic 
Range: 

Europe ☐ Asia ☐ North America ☒ Neotropical ☒ 

Africa ☐ Australia ☐ Other South America 

 

Habitat: 
Forest ☒ Desert ☐ Grassland ☒ Coastal ☐ 

Riverine ☐ Montane ☒ Other Click here to enter text. 

 

Circadian Cycle: Diurnal ☒ Crepuscular ☐ Nocturnal ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 

 

Cold Tolerance: 
To 70° F ☐ To 60° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 40° F ☐ 

To 30° F ☒ To 20° F ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 

 

Heat Tolerance: 
To 30° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 70° F ☐ To 90° F ☐ 

To 110° F ☒ Other Click here to enter text. 

 

Diet: 
Frugivore ☐ Carnivore ☐ Piscivore ☐ Insectivore ☐ 

Nectivore ☐ Omnivore ☒ Folivore ☐ Other (Add Below) ☐ 
 
 Captive Dietary Needs:  
 Commercial softbill or small bird breeder pellet, fruits, vegetables, greens, insects and meat.  
 
Life Expectancy in the Wild: Males: unknown Females: unknown 
     



Species Fact Sheets 
 

ASAG Species Fact Sheet Page 2 

 

Life Expectancy in Captivity: Males: 
Can live up to 16-19 
years 

Females: 
Can live up to 16-19 
years 

 
BREEDING INFORMATION: 
          
Age at Sexual Maturity: Males: 1-2 years Females: 1-2 years 
 
Courtship Displays: No specific displays, but pairs will engage in pair bonding behaviors like 

bringing each other highly values food items, vocalizing together and 
preening each other.  

 
Nest Site Description: Shallow nests, usually built in trees or bushes. Consists of loosely woven 

twigs and lined with smaller material like dried grass, roots and leaves. 
Appropriate sized baskets, along with nesting material to line them with, can 
be provided in captivity.  

 
Clutch Size, Egg Description: 3-5 eggs  
 
Incubation Period: 17-18 days  Fledgling Period: About 3 weeks 
 
Parental Care: Both parents build the nest, incubate eggs, and care for chicks.  
 
Chick Development: Chick’s eyes will open around day 6, feathers start erupting by day 13 and the chick 

will begin preening itself. The chick will become very active and moving around 
outside the nest at around 2 weeks old. By 3 weeks old the chick should be eating 
unassisted but the adults will still feed the fledglings for up to 3 weeks after leaving 
the nest.  

 
CAPTIVE HABITAT INFORMATION: 
 
Social Structure in the Wild: There are two breeding systems in Green Jays: co-operative breeding with 

more than just the breeding pair tending the nest and single pair rearing 
chicks without help. Young stay in family flock for the first year regardless of 
breeding system.  

 
Social Structure in Captivity: Same sex groups can be housed together even when sexually mature. 

Breeding pairs will tolerate chicks staying in the enclosure up until the next 
clutch/breeding season. When adults start aggressing chicks, the chicks 
should be removed from the enclosure.  

          

Minimum Group Size: 
Most Green Jays can be 
housed solo. 

  
Maximum Group Size: 

Breeding pairs should be 
housed without other 
Green Jays. Same sex 
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groups can be as large 
as 5 or 6 individuals.  

 

Compatible in  
Mixed Species Exhibits: 

Varies Comments: 

Single breeding pairs or larger same-sex groups can 
live in large, mixed species exhibits with ground 
birds, waterfowl, and some species of passerines, 
like doves. In smaller exhibits, single breeding pairs 
should only cohabitate with ground species. To 
avoid breeding aggression, do not house with 
species that have similar nesting needs.  

 
Optimal Habitat Size: Around 60sqft footprint for a pair is optimal. An exhibit depth of around 8 to 10 feet 

allows for privacy during breeding season. Enclosure height should be at least 6 feet. 
These birds can be housed singly in a smaller space.  

 
Management Challenges: Like all corvid species, these birds can be destructive to enclosures if not 

properly enriched.  
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
 
In temperatures below 30 degree, the bird will need access to a heat lamp and wind protection.  
 
If nesting in a larger, mixed species enclosure, newly fledged chicks can be placed in a smaller howdy cage to 
protect them from any larger species. The parents will continue to feed the chicks until they can fly strongly, at 
which point they can be released from the howdy into the larger enclosure.  
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