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A short survey was sent to 149 parrot holding institutions.  Questions asked for information 

about health issues in parrots (including lorkeet and budgie aviaries) in 2015.  Two surveys about health issues in parrots (including lorkeet and budgie aviaries) in 2015.  Two surveys 

bounced back so a total of 147 surveys were successfully sent.  Fifty-nine institutions 

responded for a 40% response rate.
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The purpose of the survey was to try and identify current health concerns in zoo psittacine

populations, identify areas of focus for preventative health and identify areas of need for populations, identify areas of focus for preventative health and identify areas of need for 

future research to improve the health of psittacine populations.
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Various causes of illness were reported for non-aviary psittacines.  The most commonly 

reported health concern was feather picking followed by intraspecific aggression and reported health concern was feather picking followed by intraspecific aggression and 

trauma, aspergillosis and avian bornavirus.  Other causes of morbidity included heart 

disease, arthritis, dystocia, neoplasia, pododermatitis, zinc toxicity, West Nile virus, 

candidiasis and chronic papillomatosis.  None of the causes of illness were found in large 

numbers and the majority of causes (67%) were due to non-infectious causes.
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The leading cause of death reported in non-aviary psittacines in 2015 was aspergillosis

followed by trauma, heart disease, sarcocystis and parasitism.   Other causes of death followed by trauma, heart disease, sarcocystis and parasitism.   Other causes of death 

reported include pneumonia, liver disease, sarcocystis, West Nile virus, kidney disease, 

mycobacteriosis, tracheal stricture, zinc toxicity and avian bornavirus.  None of the causes 

of death were reported in large numbers and the majority (62.5%) were due to non-

infectious disease.
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Various causes of illness were reported for lorikeets and budgie aviary birds.  The most 

commonly reported health concern was trauma followed by enteritis, avian gastric yeast, commonly reported health concern was trauma followed by enteritis, avian gastric yeast, 

mycobacteriosis, heart, kidney and liver disease.  Other causes of illness included 

parasitism, sarcocystic, toxoplsmosis, yolk coelomitis, psittacosis, Baylisascaris, and 

Trichomonas.  The majority of causes (69%) were due to infectious disease.
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The leading cause of death reported in non-aviary psittacines in 2015 was trauma followed 

by enteritis, avian gastric yeast, sarcocystis, kidney failure and neoplasia.  Other causes of by enteritis, avian gastric yeast, sarcocystis, kidney failure and neoplasia.  Other causes of 

death reported include parasitism, aspiration pneumonia, sepsis, mycobacteriosis, 

toxoplasmosis, heart disease, psittacosis, Baylisascaris, West Nile virus, and liver disease.  

The majority of causes reported (56%) were due to infectious disease.
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Preshipment and quarantine testing varied widely across institutions.  Most institutions 

request/perform physical examination, routine bloodwork, fecal parasite exam and viral request/perform physical examination, routine bloodwork, fecal parasite exam and viral 

screening for polyoma, psittacine beak and feather disease and Pacheco’s disease.  Many 

institutions also screen for Chlamydia (psitticosis).
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46% of respondents report regularly vaccinating psittacines against West Nile virus.  No 

other vaccinations were reported.  Two institutions reported deaths due to West Nile virus other vaccinations were reported.  Two institutions reported deaths due to West Nile virus 

in 2015.
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Only 17% of responding institutions routinely screen psittacines for avian bornavirus.  Only 

2 cases of avian bornavirus were reported in species other than kea in 2015 from 2 cases of avian bornavirus were reported in species other than kea in 2015 from 

responding institutions.  Both cases were scarlet macaws.  Avian bornavirus appears to be 

quite prevalent in the kea population and an investigation of this disease in the SSP group is 

ongoing.
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My recommendation for preventative health guidelines in captive psittacines is to use a risk 

based assessment of the population.  Screening for disease should be based on history of based assessment of the population.  Screening for disease should be based on history of 

the origin of new birds entering the collection and health history of the institution’s 

collection.  A large portion of the responding institutions do not routinely screen their 

psittacines for avian bornavirus.  This may be a disease that institutions should evaluate in 

their collections as a large portion of private psittacines are positive for this virus.  With 

zoos working more and more with private breeders, this disease is likely to become more 

of a concern for zoo populations.
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The number one concern noted by respondents was avian bornavirus.  Some institutions 

have refused to test prior to animal shipment and the status of the captive populations is have refused to test prior to animal shipment and the status of the captive populations is 

largely unknown.  Nutritional studies would also be beneficial especially for aviary 

situations in which enteritis is a common occurrence.  Finally, research is ongoing to study 

avian bornavirus in the kea population and development of a salmonella bacterin 

vaccination.
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