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Order: Passeriformes  Family: Cotingidae 
Scientific Name: Rupicola peruvianus  Common Name: Andean cock-of-the-rock 
 

AZA Management: ☐ Green ☐ Yellow ☐ Red ☒ None 
 

Photo (Male):  Photo (Female): 

 

 

 
 

NATURAL HISTORY: 
 

Geographic 
Range: 

Europe ☐ Asia ☐ North America ☐ Neotropical ☒ 

Africa ☐ Australia ☐ Other 

Cloud forests of the Andes 
extending from Venezuela, 
through Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru, and ending in Bolivia. 

 

Habitat: 

Forest ☒ Desert ☐ Grassland ☐ Coastal ☐ 

Riverine ☐ Montane ☒ Other 
Cloud forests; especially prefers 
ravines and habitat along 
streams. 

 

Circadian Cycle: Diurnal ☒ Crepuscular ☐ Nocturnal ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 
 

Cold Tolerance: 

To 70° F ☐ To 60° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 40° F ☒ 

To 30° F ☐ To 20° F ☐ Other 

Temperatures in their native 
range can get into the low 30s. 
Typically housed indoors, 
though some zoos in warmer 
climates (ex. San Diego) house 
them outside. 
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Heat Tolerance: 

To 30° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 70° F ☐ To 90° F ☒ 

To 110° F ☐ Other 

Can tolerate temperatures around 100F with access to 
water features, shade, and protection from the 
elements. Temperatures in their native range typically 
reach highs around 85F in the summer. 

 

Diet: 
Frugivore ☐ Carnivore ☐ Piscivore ☐ Insectivore ☐ 

Nectivore ☐ Omnivore ☒ Folivore ☐ Other (Add Below) ☒ 
 

 Captive Dietary Needs:  

 

Highly frugivorous, though will take animal protein such as Toronto Feline Diet, lizards, nestlings and 
hatchlings of smaller species, and pinky mice opportunistically. Also will take soaked dog food. Will 
take some insects infrequently. 
 
A sample diet includes blueberries, avocado, apples, pears, beets, peas, corn, banana, Mazuri Low-
Iron Softbill or other softbill pellet, figs, and chopped greens. 
 
It is important to provide a constant, reliable source of canthaxanthin in order to allow proper 
plumage pigmentation. A supplement such as Carophyll Red can be lightly dusted over favored food 
items. If sharing an aviary with other birds, it is recommended to set this up so that only the Rupicola 
peruvianus are able to access it. This is to prevent other species from ingesting the supplement and 
negatively altering their plumage coloration. At Woodland Park Zoo, 2.1 Rupicola peruvianus have 
been successfully trained to take the supplement by hand via preferred food items (blueberries and 
soaked dog food).  
 
The Dallas World Aquarium Diet consisted largely of papaya (the very large Mexican variety, ordered 
through Wholesalers), thawed blueberries, cantaloupe and Honeydew melon, and moistened low iron 
pellets, with canthaxanthin. Live anoles are ignored when birds are not nesting, but when chicks are 
present, females take them eagerly, evincing great interest if they see anoles in the keeper’s hand 
from 20 feet away.  (While there has been a concern regarding disease transmission from living 
anoles, commercially procured specimens have caused no problems at The Dallas World Aquarium, 
where more than fifty chicks have been fully reared.) 
 

 

Life Expectancy in the Wild: Males: About 7 years Females: About 7 years 
     

Life Expectancy in Captivity: Males: 

7 years on average; 
current oldest male 
on ZIMS is 17; 
Guinanan cock-of-the-
rock (Rupicola 
rupicola) has an 
average life 
expectancy of 7 years.  
A male lived at 
Honolulu from 1968 

Females: 

7 years on average; 
current oldest female on 
ZIMS is 17; Guinanan 
cock-of-the-rock 
(Rupicola rupicola) has 
an average life 
expectancy of 7 years. 
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through 1978, and 
another male lived at 
Houston from1981 to 
2005. 

 

BREEDING INFORMATION: 
          

Age at Sexual Maturity: Males: About 3 years; one 
male reported to fully 
molt into adult 
plumage at 15 months 
in captivity, though this 
is abnormal and 
thought to have been 
due to an unnatural 
social environment. 

Females: ~2 years of age based on 
ZIMS records. 

 

Courtship Displays: Andean cock-of-the-rocks are polygamous. Males gather in leks that can 
number 15+ to display while females watch. They typically select perches 4-6 
meters above ground. Here, they perform ritualized head bobbing and 
bowing displays to one another. This is accompanied by bill-snapping, wing 
flapping, jumping, and calling. The outermost primaries are slender and 
produce sounds during flight that are thought to be used for 
communication. Displays intensifies when females are near. Once the female 
selects a male that she is interested in, she will fly in and mate with him. She 
shows her interest by sitting close to him, picking or pulling at his feathers, 
and sometimes even picking at his vent. After mating, the female flies off to 
a nearby area to nest and rear the chicks alone. 

 

Nest Site Description: Mud cup nest mixed with fibrous plant material and saliva that is plastered 
in and around caves, under bridges, or on rocky outcrops in forest ravines. 
Nest is generally in the shape of a truncated cone about 3-12 meters above 
ground. Several nests are often found grouped relatively close together. 
Nest sites are typically found fairly close to the lekking location, up to one 
kilometer away. In zoos and aquariums, it is advisable to make a mud/clay 
mixture on the ground and to then offer materials such as coconut/palm 
fiber nearby. Can mix in with the mud/clay. A cavelike setup where the 
female can fly into a small opening (~2 feet long by ~1 foot high, for 
example) and then up onto a ledge is ideal. Often seen nesting near streams 
and rivers. 
 
The Dallas World Aquarium includes fibers from shade cloth (Cut into six 
inch squares, then teased apart) in the mud mixture.   
The most essential components of the nest site are a ledge like area beneath 
a “ceiling”.   
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Clutch Size, Egg Description: 2 eggs that are incubated only by the female. Eggs have a buffy, off-white 
base that boasts tan to dark brown speckles. Pigment is typically more 
heavily present along the air cell end of the egg. Females can re-clutch as 
early as 14 days after a failed nesting attempt. 

 

Incubation Period: 25-28 days  Fledgling Period: 42-48 days 
 

Parental Care: Cared for solely by the female. Male takes no part in incubating, rearing or nest 
construction. 

 

Chick Development: All nestlings have very long, almost fur-like down that is a rusty orange color. They are able 
to be sexed visually before they fledge. Female offspring are overall dark brown and have a 
dark bill. Males have a bill that is pale at the base. They also develop orangish feathers 
around their bill and crest. Immature females look similar to adult females. Immature males 
closely resemble adult females, though more orange is noticeably present throughout their 
plumage. 
 
In their first year after leaving the nest, males will attend the outskirts of lekking sites and 
sport blotches of orange. They will generally attain complete adult plumage at three years of 
age. 
 
At The Dallas World Aquarium following an attack upon a fledged chick by one of the 
multiple males in the breeding aviary, a protocol was established to parent-rear chicks for 
two weeks, then hand-rear them until fledged.  More than fifty chicks have been reared to 
independence this way. 

 

CAPTIVE HABITAT INFORMATION: 
 

Social Structure in the Wild: Groups of birds are found at lekking sites. Several females may nest within 
relatively close proximity to one another. 

 

Social Structure in Captivity: Ideally kept in groups, or at least pairs. At The Dallas World Aquarium, three 
females nested In the same aviary with multiple males. As noted, unrelated 
males would attack fledging chicks, resulting in the above-noted hand-
rearing protocol. 

          

Minimum Group Size: 

At least 2.1 in order to 
promote natural lekking 
behaviors and enable 
female choice. Since the 
1950’s, single pairs of 
Andeans have produced 
chicks in captivity.  
Reproduction in 
Guaianan cock-of-the-
rock have only occurred 
where males can see 
and hear each other.  

  

Maximum Group Size: 

Leks of 15+ males in the 
wild have been noted, 
with several females 
observing. 
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(Guiana males are less 
tolerant of each other, 
and more likely to kill 
serious injure each 
other than Andean 
males). 

 

Compatible in  
Mixed Species Exhibits: 

Varies Comments: 

Often housed with a range of other neotropical 
birds. They can pose a threat to smaller species, 
such as tanagers, sparrows, and finches. There are 
records of wild Andean cock-of-the-rocks chasing 
and consuming migratory warblers. Fledglings of 
smaller passerine species are at risk, and there are 
several accounts of cock-of-the-rocks maiming and 
killing them in mixed-species enclosures. 

 

Optimal Habitat Size: Large enclosures that enable males to 
have both a display ground and space 
to separate is ideal. Often kept in 
large aviaries to provide adequate 
room. Ample vertical space is optimal 
as males typically lek 4-6 meters 
above ground and females prefer to 
build their nests in caves and on rock 
faces 3-12 meters above ground. 

 

 

Management Challenges: As mentioned throughout the document, challenges include ensuring proper 
carotenoids are present in diet, providing an adequate social structure involving 
multiple birds, and taking care if breeding smaller passerines (ex. tanagers, 
sparrows, finches, etc.) in the same enclosure. Proper nesting cave setup can 
also be challenging to replicate. They do reliably nest on small platforms in high 
corners and door frames in the holding area of one of their enclosures at the San 
Diego Zoo. The entire area is lined with shade cloth or a similar material and 
then small platforms have been installed a few feet from the ceiling. The birds 
have access to the area through a small hatch in the door leading out onto 
exhibit. 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
 

There are four subspecies of the Andean cock-of-the-rock. They can be identified by geographic location, 
plumage differences, and eye color. 
 
R. p. sanguinolentus (West Andes of Colombia and Northwest Ecuador)  The eye is yellow with a red outer 
ring. The crest is larger and more defined from the head than the other subspecies.  The male has the most 
brilliant shade of red among the subspecies, resulting in it’s popular name of “Scarlet Cock of the Rock”.  This 
subspecies was commercially imported in some numbers from the 1940’s to the 1970’s, but had disappeared 
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entirely from the US before The Dallas World Aquarium imported captive-bred birds from Germany and Chile. 
At present, The DWA is the only US collection holding this taxon, and has bred it. 
 
R. p. aequatorialis (Central and Eastern Andes of Colombia, Eastern slope in Ecuador and Peru; South to 
Amazonas and North to San Martin).  Yellow-eyed, with the least well defined crest.  The male is bright 
orange.  When it was commercially imported from the 1950’s into the ‘70’s, it was known to aviculturists as 
the “Apricot Cock of the Rock”.  It is not currently present in US collections, and was never propagated. 
 
R. p. peruvianus (Central Peru, South of San Martin to Junin).  The eyes are pinkish-white.  Males are a rich, 
dark, reddish orange.  Historically, this has been the least exported taxon, but due to breeding successes at 
The Dallas World Aquarium, which imported its founders from Parque de las Leyendas in 2004, it is now the 
predominant taxon in the US. 
 
R. p. saturatus (Southeast Peru from Cusco, Western Bolivia around La Paz and Cochabamba).  The eye is pale 
blue.  Males are tomato-red.  This subspecies was commercially imported during the 1970’s and early ‘80’s, 
and was bred at San Diego and Houston in the 1980’s, but is now gone from US collections. 
 
The Guinanan cock-of-the-rock (Rupicola rupicola) is a distinctly different species that is much less common in 
North American zoological facilities.  Males are instantly distinguished from Andean cock-of-the-rock by the 
dark brown boder to the crest, as well as the tassel-like feathers above the tail. 
 

REFERENCES: 
 

AnAge: The Animal Ageing and Longevity Database (Rupicola rupicola) 
http://genomics.senescence.info/species/entry.php?species=Rupicola_rupicola 
 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology Neoptropical Birds, Andean cock-of-the-rock (Rupicola peruvianus) 
https://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/Species-Account/nb/species/andcot1 
 

Handbook of Birds of the World, Andean cock-of-the-rock (Rupicola peruvianus) 
https://www.hbw.com/species/andean-cock-rock-rupicola-peruvianus 
 

Oiseaux Birds, Andean cock-of-the-rock 
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-andean-cock-of-the-rock.html 
 

ZIMS Species360 Records 
https://zims.species360.org/Main.aspx 
 

San Diego Zoo, Dallas World Aquarium, and Woodland Park Zoo staff observations, records, and photos. 
 

E. Arntzen & J. Theule, San Diego Zoo – personal communication 2017/2018 
 

Dallas World Aquarium Blog  (6 January 2010) - https://www.dwazoo.com/records-rupicola/ 
 

Dallas World Aquarium Website - https://www.dwazoo.com/animal/andean-cock-rock/ 
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