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Order: Passeriformes  Family: Icteridae 
Scientific Name: Psarocolius decumanus  Common Name: Crested Oropendola 
 

AZA Management: ☐ Green ☒ Yellow ☐ Red ☐ None 
 

Photo (Male):  Photo (Female): 

 

 

 
 

NATURAL HISTORY: 
 

Geographic 
Range: 

Europe ☐ Asia ☐ North America ☐ Neotropical ☒ 

Africa ☐ Australia ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 
 

Habitat: 
Forest ☒ Desert ☐ Grassland ☒ Coastal ☐ 

Riverine ☐ Montane ☒ Other Click here to enter text. 
 

Circadian Cycle: Diurnal ☒ Crepuscular ☐ Nocturnal ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 
 

Cold Tolerance: 
To 70° F ☐ To 60° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 40° F ☒ 

To 30° F ☐ To 20° F ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 
 

Heat Tolerance: 
To 30° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 70° F ☐ To 90° F ☐ 

To 110° F ☒ Other 
Shade and/or shelter should be provided along with 
water features for bathing in extreme heat conditions. 

 

Diet: 
Frugivore ☐ Carnivore ☐ Piscivore ☐ Insectivore ☐ 

Nectivore ☐ Omnivore ☐ Folivore ☐ Other (Add Below) ☐ 
 

 Captive Dietary Needs:  

 

Their captive diet ideally consists of any commercial soft-bill pellet (soaked or unsoaked), chopped fruits and 
vegetables (apples, pears, melons, papaya, bananas, figs, berries, corn and peas), along with insects like 
mealworms and crickets. They will also drink nectar, commercial or from flowering plants provided as browse-
able enrichment or grown in their exhibit. During the breeding season insect amounts such as waxworms 
should be added or small mealworms should be increased for females to feed to chicks. 

 

Life Expectancy in the Wild: Males: Click here to enter text. Females: Click here to enter text. 
     

Life Expectancy in Captivity: Males: 
median~8.1 years, but 
up to 21 years 

Females: 
median~8.1 years, but 
up to 19 years 
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BREEDING INFORMATION: 
          

Age at Sexual Maturity: Males: 1 year Females: 1 year 
 

Courtship Displays: The male’s display usually begins with him bowing down on a branch, 
hanging almost upside down with wings spread apart, tail feathers sprawled 
and crest erected. His song begins with low-pitched liquid sounding notes, 
accelerates into a variable and complex metallic/rattling crescendo, and 
ends with 2-3 seconds of rhythmic wing flaps. 

 

Nest Site Description: Nests are usually in large free-standing trees that provide a vast view and 
are isolated from other trees, thus restricting predator access. Materials 
used can be hay, Spanish moss, bamboo leaves, palm frond strips, banana 
leaf strips, and pinestraw, (the last 4 seem to be a preference). Materials can 
be presented in a bowl or scattered to allow females to forage around and 
look for them, or provided via live trees in the aviaries they’re housed in. The 
amounts used can vary depending on the individual. 

 

Clutch Size, Egg Description: 1-2 spotted and/or streaked, blue-grey eggs 
 

Incubation Period: 17-19 days  Fledgling Period: 28-34 days 
 

Parental Care: Incubation, feeding and caring for the young is solely done by the females 
with the males providing protection for the colonies. 

 

Chick Development: Chicks are altricial and dependent on the mother until 4-7 weeks after 
fledging. 

 

CAPTIVE HABITAT INFORMATION: 
 

Social Structure in the Wild: These birds are very social colonial birds, breeding in large groups. They live 
in large flocks that sometimes number up to 100 birds each. During the 
breeding season these large flocks usually split up into smaller groups 
consisting of one to four males and fifteen to thirty females, but they remain 
in close proximity to each other for protective purposes. They have been 
seen nesting in close proximity to other oropendola and cacique species as 
well. Each colony has a dominant male and subordinate males with 
territories in adjacent trees. This species is also highly polygamous with the 
dominant males mating with multiple females. 

 

Social Structure in Captivity: Their social structure in captivity is the same as the wild. Males can be 
housed with a single female as a breeding pair or may have multiple females 
in a harem setting. 

          
          

Minimum Group Size: 
Birds can be housed alone, but ideally all should be in a breeding situation 
with a pair of at least 1.1 
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Maximum Group Size: 

Group size is completely dependent on space, but 4.12 at most due to potential 
male competition/aggression and for ease of identification to prevent related birds 
from breeding together. Males generally have large harems, so a good ratio should 
be 1 male for every 2 or more females 

 

Compatible in  
Mixed Species Exhibits: 

Yes Comments: 

They get along well with most other birds and a large 
variety of other taxa. Temperaments can vary from 
individual to individual though. Examples include 
motmots, kingfishers, small hornbills, columbiformes, 
passerines (tanagers, cardinals, caciques, and more), 
sunbitterns, gulls/terns, ciconiiformes, pheasants, 
curassow, psittacines, waterfowl, sloths, small 
hoofstock species, capybara, and tapir 

 

Optimal Habitat Size: A single pair can be housed in an area no smaller than 12 x 12 x 8 but the larger and 
taller the aviary the better. Successful breeding has been generally in larger aviaries 
where nests are built in tall trees with minimal chance for disturbance. 

 

Management Challenges: Breeding has been very slow going and chick mortality is extremely high. There is 
not one specific reason, but several different factors affecting survival at 
different regional facilities. The most recent breeding and transfer plan in 2016 
has sought to pair up birds, and establish breeding flocks where birds had 
previously been held in non-breeding situations to begin re-building the 
population. 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
 

Oropendolas are sexually dimorphic. Some differences may appear subtle from afar, but are clear when seen 
up close. Males are very large, almost twice the length and weight of the females. They also have a small crest 
of several feathers, some almost 2 inches long that sit along the top of the head and come down the back of 
their necks; females lack a crest. The crest can be seen when males are displaying as they lean forward and 
hang; the crest becomes more obvious and erect. There are also differences in vocalizations. Females 
predominantly only make a metallic like clucking sound, while male vocalizations are variable and complex can 
be heard while they are doing courtship displays. 
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