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Order: Passeriformes  Family: Thraupidae 
Scientific Name: Paroaria coronata  Common Name: Red-crested Cardinal 
 

AZA Management: ☐ Green ☒ Yellow ☐ Red ☐ None 

 
Photo (Male):  Photo (Female): 

 

 

 
 
NATURAL HISTORY: 
 

Geographic 
Range: 

Europe ☐ Asia ☐ North America ☐ Neotropical ☒ 

Africa ☐ Australia ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 

 

Habitat: 
Forest ☒ Desert ☐ Grassland ☒ Coastal ☐ 

Riverine ☒ Montane ☐ Other Common in edge habitats 

 

Circadian Cycle: Diurnal ☒ Crepuscular ☐ Nocturnal ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 

 

Cold Tolerance: 

To 70° F ☐ To 60° F ☒ To 50° F ☐ To 40° F ☐ 

To 30° F ☐ To 20° F ☐ Other 
Can tolerate cooler 
temperatures if provided and 
uses a heated shelter/area 

 

Heat Tolerance: 
To 30° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 70° F ☐ To 90° F ☒ 

To 110° F ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 

 

Diet: 
Frugivore ☒ Carnivore ☐ Piscivore ☐ Insectivore ☐ 

Nectivore ☐ Omnivore ☐ Folivore ☐ Other (Add Below) ☒ 
 
 Captive Dietary Needs:  

 
In captivity, it is difficult to know exactly what Red-crested Cardinals consume. Most are held in mixed 
aviaries and are presented a variety of dietary options.  Chopped fruits, vegetables, and greens are 
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often relished and they will eat seeds, like enriched finch or parakeet seed. They can be prone to 
obesity in captivity, so be sure to limit higher fat foods if weight becomes a problem. They can be 
given meal worms, wax worms, crickets, and black fly larvae.  Commercial diets for small passerines or 
complete parrot pellets can be used to supplement protein or other nutrients and are frequently 
offered.   

 
Life Expectancy in the Wild: Males: 3.8 years Females: 3.8 years 
     

Life Expectancy in Captivity: Males: 

20 years possible, but 
7.4 years median life 
span if survives first 
year 

Females: 

15 years possible, but 
7.4 years median 
lifespan if survives first 
year 

 
BREEDING INFORMATION: 
          
Age at Sexual Maturity: Males: Nine months to one 

year- and typically can 
produce offspring until 
ten years old 

Females: Nine months to one year- 
and typically can produce 
offspring until ten years 
old 

 
Courtship Displays: Both sexes display during courtship. Cardinals will arch their backs and fan 

their tail feathers to make advances at potential mates. During the breeding 
season, when a male make advances, females will “clack” their beak to 
signal interest. They will be relaxed and congenial towards one another and 
seek out each other’s company, but do not typically participate in mutual 
grooming.  When mating does occur, it is usually a swift attack on the 
ground when the female is not paying attention.  Breeding season is typically 
March until September in the Northern Hemisphere.  

 
Nest Site Description: Open cup shape nests built by male when female approves of location 
 
Clutch Size, Egg Description: Two to four eggs per clutch, although two to three is most common. Eggs 

are a light olive green with darker brown or black evenly spaced marks. 
Average egg weight is 3.8g (3.0-5.2g.) 

 
Incubation Period: 11-13 day  Fledgling Period: 13-14 days 
 
Parental Care: Incubation primarily by female usually starts after second egg laid. Once hatched, 

both parents feed high protein items until chicks fledge at thirteen to fourteen days.  
After fledged chicks are tended to and defended primarily by the male, and female 
will reclutch in the same nest.   

 
Chick Development: First clutches of the year tend to be more robust.  Young will stay with parents until 

around nine months when they start developing adult plumage.  
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CAPTIVE HABITAT INFORMATION: 
 
Social Structure in the Wild: When not in breeding season, Cardinals will flock together with other pairs. 

They may also flock with many other mixed species, like finches, sparrows, 
or grosbeaks.   Red-crested cardinals are mostly monogamous, and males 
can be particularly aggressive during breeding season. Breeding season is 
early October through late February in the wild, and earlier clutches are 
usually more successful.  

 
Social Structure in Captivity: Same as above. SSP tries to maintain birds in male female pairs, because 

males can be so aggressive towards each other in their breeding season.  
          

Minimum Group Size: 

Pairs preferred.   

Maximum Group Size: 

Red-crested Cardinals 
should be housed in 
small groups of the 
same sex, or breeding 
pairs. Males tend to be 
more aggressive than 
females, and there have 
been reports of 
repeated aggression 
when males are kept in 
bigger bachelor groups, 
(three or more.) 

 

Compatible in  
Mixed Species Exhibits: 

Yes Comments: 

Cardinals can get aggressive when nesting, both 
with conspecifics and other species.  The male 
tends to strictly enforce a “no fly zone,” which 
should be kept in mind when placing food bowls 
for other inhabitants. Red-crested Cardinals should 
be housed in small groups of the same sex, or 
breeding pairs. Males tend to be more aggressive 
than females. 

 
Optimal Habitat Size: Click here to enter text.  
 
Management Challenges: Aggression during breeding season to any and all near nests.   

Recent breeding in captivity has not been particularly successful due to many 
factors.  

 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
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The Red-crested Cardinal is a bright, active, and vocal medium sized passerine. 
Both males and females are gregarious birds that always seem like their on the move, and often foraging on or 
very near the ground, so they are easy to spot. They eat a varied diet, making them easy to fit into mixed 
species exhibits, and have intriguing and often melodic vocalizations. Red-crested Cardinals are colorful, 
plucky, and lovable birds that are always a favorite exhibits and aviaries. 
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