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Order: Passeriformes  Family: Estrildidae 
Scientific Name: Lonchura oryzivora  Common Name: Java Sparrow 
 

AZA Management: ☐ Green ☐ Yellow ☐ Red ☒ None 
 

Photo (Male):  Photo (Female): 

 

 

 
 

NATURAL HISTORY: 
 

Geographic 
Range: 

Europe ☐ Asia ☒ North America ☐ Neotropical ☐ 

Africa ☐ Australia ☐ Other 

Native to Java and Bali.  
Introduced populations occur 
throughout portions of 
southeast Asia, Indonesia, the 
Hawaiian Islands as well as 
additional locations globally. 

 

Habitat: 

Forest ☒ Desert ☐ Grassland ☒ Coastal ☐ 

Riverine ☐ Montane ☐ Other 
Open grasslands and Open 
woodlands; residential and 
cultivated fields 

 

Circadian Cycle: Diurnal ☒ Crepuscular ☐ Nocturnal ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 
 

Cold Tolerance: 

To 70° F ☐ To 60° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 40° F ☒ 

To 30° F ☐ To 20° F ☐ Other 

Birds are hardy and tolerable of 
a wide range of temperatures.  
However, additional heat 
sources and protection from 
the elements are 
recommended for low 
temperatures.  Birds housed 
outside where temperatures 
are consistently near/below 
freezing will need to be moved 
inside during the winter. 
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Heat Tolerance: 

To 30° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 70° F ☐ To 90° F ☒ 

To 110° F ☐ Other 

Birds are hardy and tolerable of a wide range of 
temperatures.  However, behaviors at extreme 
temperatures should be monitored closely.  Birds should 
also have access to shade, water, and/or additional 
sources of cooling when appropriate.  Birds located in 
regions with extreme heat should consider relocating 
birds to an indoor location during the summer if 
necessary. 

 

Diet: 
Frugivore ☐ Carnivore ☐ Piscivore ☐ Insectivore ☐ 

Nectivore ☐ Omnivore ☐ Folivore ☐ Other (Add Below) ☒ 
 

 Captive Dietary Needs:  

 
Primarily granivorous with a captive diet consisting of a parakeet seed or finch seed mixture.  Millet 
also often provided on its own.  Birds will also consume greens and hard-boiled egg (or egg food) 
when provided.  Additional calcium supplements may need to be provided as well. 

 

Life Expectancy in the Wild: Males: Not Reported Females: Not Reported 
     

Life Expectancy in Captivity: Males: 
2-3 years typical;        
7-9 years reported 

Females: 
2-3 years typical;                
7-9 years reported 

 

BREEDING INFORMATION: 
          

Age at Sexual Maturity: Males: ~1 year, possibly earlier Females: ~1 year, possibly earlier 
 

Courtship Displays: Courtship of this species is initiated by the males.  Males will sing and 
perform a dance composed of bowing, hopping, and bill-clicking/wiping.  
Hens will occasionally participate in dancing (not singing) during courtship 
before copulation occurs.  Post-copulation, the birds will exhibit aggressive 
behaviors towards each other, usually initiated by the hen. 

 

Nest Site Description: Typical nests are woven out of grasses and palm fibers.  Often build nests on 
human structures by utilizing cracks/crevices as the foundation of their 
enclosed nests.  Will also utilize small nest boxes filled with grasses, hair, 
feathers, and other offered/found materials. 

 

Clutch Size, Egg Description: Varies.  3-6 eggs typical, but may lay more.  Eggs are small (~1.5-2g), smooth, 
and white in coloration.  

 

Incubation Period: ~14 days  Fledgling Period: ~3.5-5 weeks 
 

Parental Care: Both parents will alternate incubating the eggs throughout the day, but only hens will 
incubate overnight.  After hatching, both parents will brood and care for their altricial 
young.  Chicks will remain in the nestbox until fledging at around 3.5-5 weeks of age, 
but parents will continue to care for young for another 2-3 weeks before the chicks 
fully wean. 
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Chick Development: Chicks are altricial at hatch.  Chicks are fully feathered by 3-4 weeks of age.  Maintain 
their initial plumage until around 3 months of age at which time they undergo their 
first molt. 

 

CAPTIVE HABITAT INFORMATION: 
 

Social Structure in the Wild: Social species that often occur in large flocks, but may be found in pairs or 
small flocks as well.  Birds may exhibit local movements based on availability 
of food and/or water, but are otherwise nonmigratory. 

 

Social Structure in Captivity: Birds can be kept as flocks or in pairs.  Birds may be kept individually, but it is 
not recommended due to the social nature of the species. 

          

Minimum Group Size: 
2   

Maximum Group Size: 
Dependent on Enclosure 
Size 

 

Compatible in  
Mixed Species Exhibits: 

Yes Comments: 

Larger species of Estrildid that can be kept 
peacefully with other sparrow/finch species but 
should be given sufficient space to avoid conflict.  
Intraspecific aggression between males may occur 
during the breeding season as well.  
 
Java Sparrows are capable of hybridizing with 
various species of finches, so institutions interested 
in housing them in mixed species exhibits will need 
to consider certain pairings when 
breeding/managing birds.  Hybridization with Cut-
throat Finches (Amadina fasciata), Red-headed 
Finches (Amadina erythrocephala), African 
Silverbills (Euodice cantans), Indian Silverbills 
(Euodice malabarica), Society Finches (Lonchura 
striata domestica), Scaly-breasted Munias 
(Lonchura punctulata), Diamond Firetails 
(Stagonopleura guttata), and Zebra Finches 
(Taeniopygia guttata) has been reported in the 
past. 
 
Can also be maintained with a wide range of 
softbilled birds, such as Fruit Doves, Fairy 
Bluebirds, Pittas, and Shamas, as well as other 
doves, Crested Wood Partridges, and pheasants. 
 
This species can also be maintained in Budgie 
Feeding Aviaries. 
 



Species Fact Sheets 
 

ASAG Species Fact Sheet Page 4 

 

 

Optimal Habitat Size: Can be held in small enclosures, as is typical in the pet trade, but larger enclosures are 
recommended.  Birds can be prolific breeders so large open aviaries are discouraged 
unless keepers can intensively manage nesting efforts.  Enclosures that allow easy 
access to nesting cavities/boxes will help with breeding/reproductive management.  

 

Management Challenges: Captive breeding for the pet trade has included selective breeding for various 
color morphs.  The normal, or “wild” morph is the most common and is the 
predominant coloration found in the wild.  Other common color variants include 
pied, white, cream, opal (silver), and fawn (brown).  Institutions desiring to hold 
individuals exhibiting wild type/normal color morph may need to more closely 
monitor new acquisitions and breeding to limit piedness and other color morphs. 
 
Importation of Javan Sparrows is limited/banned in certain regions globally.  
Within the United States, import from other countries is not permitted.  
Although adding new genetics from other countries is not an option, there are 
possibilities to obtain birds from private breeders within the United States.  
Certain states may have specific requirements for interstate trade of this species, 
so institutions interested in obtaining birds from private stock must make note 
of regional/state regulations. 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
 

Sexual Dimorphism:  General appearance of both sexes is similar.  Males may have larger, redder beaks while 
females may have a smaller, paler beak.  However, these differences are almost indistinguishable to the 
human eye, so feather sexing birds would be ideal in indicating sexes of individual birds.  Sex can also be 
determined based off breeding/courtship behavior once birds are of breeding age. 
 
The remaining purely wild birds, on Java and Bali, are classified as Vulnerable by the IUCN.   
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