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Order: Passeriformes  Family: Sturnidae 
Scientific Name: Cinnyricinclus leucogaster  Common Name: Violet-backed (Amethyst) Starling 
 

AZA Management: ☐ Green ☒ Yellow ☐ Red ☐ None 
 

Photo (Male):  Photo (Female): 

 

 

 
 

NATURAL HISTORY: 
 

Geographic 
Range: 

Europe ☐ Asia ☐ North America ☐ Neotropical ☐ 

Africa ☒ Australia ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 
 

Habitat: 
Forest ☒ Desert ☐ Grassland ☐ Coastal ☐ 

Riverine ☒ Montane ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 
 

Circadian Cycle: Diurnal ☒ Crepuscular ☐ Nocturnal ☐ Other Click here to enter text. 
 

Cold Tolerance: 

To 70° F ☐ To 60° F ☐ To 50° F ☒ To 40° F ☐ 

To 30° F ☒ To 20° F ☐ Other 

Access to heated indoor space 
when temperatures reach the 
low 50’s with a lock-in 
temperate in the low 30’s 

 

Heat Tolerance: 
To 30° F ☐ To 50° F ☐ To 70° F ☐ To 90° F ☒ 

To 110° F ☐ Other Hardy in heat 
 

Diet: 
Frugivore ☒ Carnivore ☐ Piscivore ☐ Insectivore ☐ 

Nectivore ☐ Omnivore ☐ Folivore ☐ Other (Add Below) ☐ 
 

 Captive Dietary Needs:  

 
Low-iron softbill pellets, produce (low iron fruit, vegetables and greens), insects (mealworms, 
waxworms, crickets, fly larvae).  It is important to note that while they are a mostly frugivores species, 
insects and other forms of proteins are very important during the breeding season.   

 

Life Expectancy in the Wild: Males: Click here to enter text. Females: Click here to enter text. 
     

Life Expectancy in Captivity: Males: Avg 7.3 years up to 32 Females: Avg 7.3 years up to 26 
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BREEDING INFORMATION: 
          

Age at Sexual Maturity: Males: 2 years Females: 2 years 
 

Courtship Displays: Male hovers over female while singing; when perched, raising one wing and 
then the other in quick succession followed by beating of both wings while 
calling.  The female may hop towards male while rapidly beating wings as a 
response to his display. 

 

Nest Site Description: Cavity nesting species.  Several styles of nests have been used in captivity 
such as:  natural logs with a drilled circular opening for nest entrance; man-
made nest box (parakeet size) with natural wooden knot attached over nest 
hole opening to create a tunnel; nest boxes disguised with silk plants.  Birds 
prefer to add small green leaves to nest and may use small amounts of 
coconut fiber, moss, animal dung, and mulch as well.   Nest boxes are 
generally located in upper third of enclosure, allowing space above for adults 
to sit on top of box. 

 

Clutch Size, Egg Description: 2-4 pale blue eggs with reddish-brown spots 
 

Incubation Period: 12-14 days  Fledgling Period: ~21 days 
 

Parental Care: Females do most of the incubation, but both sexes take turns feeding the chicks.   
 

Chick Development: Weaned or independently feeding between 10-14 days post fledging.  Juvenile birds 
look like females with males taking up to 2 years to develop adult plumage.   

 

CAPTIVE HABITAT INFORMATION: 
 

Social Structure in the Wild: During the non-breeding season, birds can be typically found in mostly 
single-sex flocks or flocks of females with juveniles, but break off into single 
pairs for the breeding season.  They are not cooperative or familial breeders 
like some other starling species.   

 

Social Structure in Captivity: Can be kept in breeding and non-breeding groups, and single-sex flocks.   
Multiple breeding pairs in large aviaries have been noted.   

          

Minimum Group Size: 
3 for single-sex group 
and mixed-sex breeding 
group. 

  
Maximum Group Size: 

Can be housed as a 
multiple pair breeding 
flock or single-sex flock. 

 

Compatible in  
Mixed Species Exhibits: 

Yes Comments: 
Very mild mannered species.  May be displaced by 
more dominant species. 

 

Optimal Habitat Size: Minimum of 120 sq ft.  for a breeding 
pair.   

 

 

Management Challenges: Easy to maintain in breeding pairs, single-sex flocks and mixed-species aviaries.  
Tolerant of warm temperatures, but will need heated indoor access when 
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temperatures drop into the low 50’s with lock-in temps in the 30’s.  Juveniles 
resemble females, so DNA sexing is recommended.  Breeding is uncommon in 
captivity.  Pairs can be quite secretive while nesting, and females will likely leave 
the nest upon visual or audible disturbances, therefore making it difficult to 
identify breeding activity.  The best way to spot nest building is to observe birds 
after nesting material has been offered, particularly green leaves or green moss.  
Providing breeding pairs multiple sites and styles of nest box is recommended. 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
 

In the wild, birds spend a majority of the day in the middle to upper tree canopy catching insects and eating 
fruit; rarely coming to the ground to forage for food.  In captivity, they have been seen utilizing the entire 
enclosure, but tend to spend a lot of time in the upper third of an enclosure.   
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