Capture and Husbandry of
Galapagos Finches From The Wild
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* ~100 1nd1v1duals — Critically Endangered
» Down to 2 sites on Isabela
» Threats include invasive spemes and disease

Black rats
Philornis (fly)
» Translocation

Tried with adults and wild juveniles
Next with hand-reared juveniles
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Which Finches We Caught




Catching the birds

» Method
Mist Net
From nests

» Time of Day —

Temperature
More Active
Time to adjust
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» Processing = As fast as possible
Holding site
Information collection

» Transportation




Housing the birds
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» Initial holding Wood
Small cages

Perching

Sparsely
To Food

Covered Mesh

Separately
Give know pairs visual access?

Perchin
Secluded g
Food and

Water




Housing the Birds

* Long Term

Individually in 4m x 2m x
2.5m
(Iengthxwidthxheight)

Pair in 4m x 4m X 2.5m
Mesh

Concrete floor
~ Sand

Shelter
Plants
Catch-cages
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Feeding the birds

Collect local food items
Provide new diet as well
Count items

Diet presentation

Add Critical Care
Formula to water

Force-feed
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Weighing the Birds
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» Birds were weighed every few days

» Easily “trained”
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» Health of the birds

Catching diseases

» Sexual Skew!
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Be very wary of moving birds between locations
without proper precautions

Put a lot of research into diet and behaviour

Make sure, however you are catching them, that you
are getting a mixture of sexes
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